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(On 3ept«aib«r 12th* #1958* Soaothing happened in 
3utton#W6st Virginia# that aa7 be the anever to 

actually 



ar^rar# oT cour ae# bo the "Sutton tonster" In- 
cident*) - (Taken tram baok-isauee of INFIHXTl) 





ilali-of-Faae ad- 
venture# from Pile 



‘U^It all began when "Sonethlng” flew over West Vir- 
ginia* It is said to have been a meteor# Pet the 
reports vary fron 7 green Fireballa to 1 red Ob- 
ject* ISPS* Uay# a National Guardsman and several children were the 
initial inveatlgatoraf They thoui'^ht It had landed on a hill nearby & 
v/ant to Invee bigate* Some saw a glo-^lng# piU.slng Object at rest on the 
hill* Some heard a thunping colso# and a hJ.sslo^ £ound(of 2ilgh-pl toh) • 
Sverpoao aaye thero wae a slckenl^ odor# like oulphcr* Then theT aaw 
scaethinit. to..tteip loft ami turned a fl aahllght on It* •• (Cent* OViiH)* 

wJTTOH(COK!r« ) “IT** was pratlA-'^y »>^u’U'"C tv butVlowod." a etui L 

grjen* The upper port of this thinG/ wiiitd- vlx.bia, 3 ike a 

giant# hooded figure* lliije our carvi^vlly-rso'^uif.tATiut.eU Illustration 
pg.l** It was about 9*15jL*b# high# duXl*) 4 reen curtor# with an openlr, 
in the hood* thru which a sweaty red face waa observed* Two e3rea#abou 
a foot apart# cent forth their own Ij^ht 3dkt% a the bean(e) cf 

greenioh- orange light cut thru the darknees and lilce our fogl^tfs* 

There were folds around the body# and clswr^acorrdl'ig tj krs* Hay* It- 
began to move toward thendn a motion boat ds.sra lbcd: If on wheels) 

in an aro that would take It* to the pulslng*object* all the v/ltneases 
fled in terror* said the tionster contlnjied to ''glow" even aftoi* 

their flashlight wae dropped* Mrs* May's chlliii'en became ill# their 
throata swollen* The Guardsman# Gene Lemon was seriously illy o.lmost 
in ooavulalona# ^his throat awollen C; inflanaeil* a Doctor compared the 
effects to lidstard«<3as * Investigators la'>r toonl a punjar.t oUcr close 

thing like alddmarlm the ta31 t^ass# 10 foot 
The marks ars said to trave?- fri^ the big tree 
*^lt" stood to the spot where tts ^Icwing-objcct 

rostOd* lAter*lnve stlgators sa54 the grana vae so flat- 
tended by sightseers It was lApossLbl« cr* see anything 
Noted NATUjauaJoT-^lDRSR IVAN BASOZhfON was^ one of U 
competent observers at the sceiie* X a&ked Ivan what 
te'd learned* He said that they bad cross*exaiaix:ed 
each of the witnes sea# even tried to 'trip them up 'in 
their stories# to no avail* xvni there was r,o oily sub^ 
stance on the hill# ha added* X asfcec Ivan if ha «en 
up on ths hill*. “jJid I,*' he laugiied# went over 
it ’ivlth a flna-tooth comb,*. ' But bJia grass was so 
matted whon he arrived, nothing in ,7 ay of '*3oiid\ 

proof '(like ^ * Ux rttan*3 instp.rxe) could be ' 

Toward the end of ox? Int3.ro sting conversation I said 

. - “ j a ! -'riu-Ciram cr-a;; ”ha 

he dX-# go 'said I 

got siokN a*iu »was 

& intelligent liiseot^ i ^ ) 
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. y ! RO ! N I A < BA R<E R P 
FIRSTf DOWN OVf'’ THE 
FEET AWAY. *L>. .E A 



TON . WE S 
OBSERVED 



A HUGE GLOBULAR MASS 



ONE WITNESS* A BOY NAMED NEIL NUNLEY* SAIOr «IT SEEMED 
R EGULAR^ lNTERVALSt»_ ME 0 tON*_T KNOW HOW LARG I^ IT W A S* 
#a|G AS A HOUSE«* IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER A COMPLETE 



TO DIM AND BRIGHTEN AT 
. SOME SAID IT WAS- 
SPHERE WAS SEEN* OR A 



— NUNLeY*=HEARC>-+*O-NO+S&«“0THERS-SA » D - 1 T-MAD E A LO W ’ THU M P IN G O R BEAT! NG-SOUNOO^ 
♦LIKE* SOMEONE HITTING ON CANVAS** AND THERE WAS ANOTHER NOISE* HALF-WAY OS 

8ETwEEN-A-H4SSi-ANO— THE— NO I-SE-MADE-BV - A -JET- PLANE. — — 09 

distracted by THE GLOBULAR MASS* THEY DID NOT SEE A HUGE FIGURE STANDING TO I O 



F.UAJ 



TH gta LFFT. OM g ^AiD HE THOU GHT HE S A W., ANIMALS EY ES__1N _T HE _TR E E_A N D_ _FL A SHg 

HIS light ON THEM* 

FIFTEEN FEET_^WAY*-jrOWERlNG OVER THEtR_ HEA03*_WAS A VAST .SHAPE„ 

SOMETHING LIKE A MAN* THE FACE* EVERYONE AGREED* WAS ROUND* AND BLOOD RED. 



n0_.0NE NOT 1 CEO. A N0SE__ OR MOUTH * ONLY EYES * _OR . EYE-L I KE OPEN I NGS* FROM WM ^CH_ 
PROJECTED *GREENI SH-ORANGE* BEAMS OF LIGHT. THESE LIGHT BEAMS PIERCED 
THPQ uGH the haze PERVA O I NG^THE^ scene • .IN T HE E XC ITEMENT SO ME OF TH E GROUP 
thought THE BEAMS OF LU'Hf wER£ FOCUSED UPON THEM. NUNLEY WAS SPECIFIC THAT 

.TMEY_WERE„N0T.*_. _.*ri<EY-. WENT ')Ur_9VER_ OUR HEADS.* 

THE *MONSTER* COULD NOT HAVE BEEN MORE THAN FIFTEEN FEET TALL* FOR IT WAS 

UNOERJtHE-.OVEftMANG I NG . L ! fiti . OF A ..TREE , AND, .THE . L I M f?__w A5„0F TMA T^^ I GHJ_* 

OQ1GINAUI.Y THE GROUP SAin A STRANGE* NAUSEOUS ODOR RESEMBLED BURNING 
M^ETAL. OR burning SULJ>H iiR. UNDER QUES TIONING NONE COULD REMEMBER HA VING ' 
ENCOUNTERCO ANYTHING SIMILAR* IT WAS F I NALLY - OESCR 1 BED ONLY BASICALLY AS 



SlCJCNl{iG.*..IJiRJ.tAXlNG^jD THE JMR0AT AND NA$AL PASSAGES. . *1TJ^EEM^^^ 

IN THE THROAT AND SUFFOCATE YOU** 

NUNLEY WAS D EFINITE AHQUT_THE.^TH | NG^S .MOVE MEN T*_AI^H O ThER ACCOUNTS 

CONFLICTED* ALL SAID IT WAS MOVING TOWARD THEM, BUT ACCORDING TO NUNLEY IT 



TO GRIP Y0U25 



C OH I N G TOWA RD THE 



IT CIRCLING AT THE SAME TIME. HIS2^ 



DESCRIPTION INOtCATEO THE ♦MONSTER* WAS FOLLOWING A CIRCULAR PATH WHICH WOULD 30 



TA KE IT B ACK TO TH E GL OBE • 



T * 






31 



WHEN ASKEO TO WALK AROUNO THE ROOM WHERE HE WAS BEING INTERVIEWED AND TO 



I 1 TATE T H E M OVEM ENT HE SAI D »TN AT I S IMPOSSIB LE . I COULPN- T M OVE AS IT DID. 3 3 

IT JUST MOVED. IT OION-T WALK. IT MOVED EVENLY* • I T 01 ON-T JUMP** 34 

THE WITNESSES OEPaRTED IMMEDIATELY UPON SIGHTING THE *MCTl^^ER* AND NO : ' 



other OBSERVATIONS WERE MADE* 
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Monster in U'o# Vlrginto \ 

I 

The final incident in the summer s panic occurred on the e^wning 
of SeptemW ts, when a family group near the town of Sutton* 
West Virginta, saw a flaming object flash across the sky and ap» 
purently land on a nearby hill. Taking their flashlights, they set 
out to Investigate and, on reaching the hill, smelled an unpleasant 
odor. When they turned on their flashlights, they stated, they saw 
tvro red eyes glaring at them; a huge monster, ten feet tall, breath* 
ing fire, with a bright-green body and a blood-red face, waddled 
toward them, and they turned and ran [5I. 

Air Force investigators concluded immediately that the flaming 
object first seen was the meteor obsen’ed that night by thmisands 
of i>ersnns In Virginia and West Virginia and reported officially to 
various nhsenatories. What the frightened family saw when they 
readied the liiilttiti aii<l flashed the light was probably the glowing 
eyes or bmly of aoiee itinndane creature of the woods. A local group 
of civilian s.i'icer iie'estigators rejectetl this explanation, us usual, 
and after in lUiig its own study concluded that the monster story 
could verv w^ll mie! 

The molwtrr li iiuw enshrined in West Virginia histor)', and furnis 
the subject ol i new ballad [5I. set to the tune of **Sweet Betsy 
from Pike” One verse and the chorus will suffice: 



The si/e uf (he phantom was a sight to behold, ' 
Green e\'e* nnd red face, so the story was told. 
It flfiitt.t I :n tir 'rith fingers of flame. 

It wus uone with a hiss just as quick as it ca m e. 



f-V J/» 

'J ^ 



Chorus; 



Oh, Phantom uf Flotwoods, from Moon or from Man, 
Maybe fram Cod and not from the ttao, 

Pleeae ivtt ue why you fly o'er our treee 
The end of dm urodAos a n ou n of p e ace? 
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